
The Polish education system



Since1999 ,following the reform of the education system  

there are following types of schools in Poland:
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Pre –primary education

•It is treated as the first level of the education system

•It involves children from 3-5 years old

•It’s not obligatory, however, starting  1st September  2011 all 

5-year olds will be obliged to  complete one year of pre-

primary education in kindergartens or other pre school 

institutions 

•The age of children is the main criterion

•The number of children in one class cannot exceed 25

•Minimum working time  for pre-school classes is 5 hours per 

day

•There are no subjects as in the school system

•Education is considered globally and it’s based on the main 

activity- play



Primary education

Children are admitted to primary school at the age of 7(since 1st September2012 

at the age of 6)

The  6-year primary school is divided into 2 stages:

First stage covers grades 1,2,3, and it’s called”integrated teaching”(early 

school education)

Second stage involves grades IV,V, VI-teaching at this stage is arranged in 

subjects.Each subject is taught by a different teacher

•It’s compulsory and free of charge(public)

•Class composition is based on the age of pupils

•The school year is divided into 2 terms and lasts minimum38 weeks

•The weekly number of compulsory and additional lessons cannot exceed

23 hours for grades I-III, and 28 in grades IV-VI

•Each lesson lasts 45 min

•Upon the completion of Primary School pupils take an external standarized test 

which is obligatory for all pupils

•Pupils are awarded with Certificate of Completion of Primary School Education



THE LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL  YEAR  

AND MAIN SUBJECTS

School year is divided 

into two terms.

It comprises about 185 

days between 

September and June.

The compulsory subjects  are:

 Polish Language

 History and Civics

 Modern Foreign Languages

 Mathematics

 Natural Science

 Art

 Music

 Computer Science

 Physical Education

 Religion or Ethics



Lower Secondary Education  - Gymnasium

•It is targeted at pupils aged 13 to 16

•It offers 3-years of full time general lower secondary education for 

pupils who completed 6-year primary school

•It is considered the third stage of general compulsory school education

•It is free of charge

•It provides education by subjects taught by specialist teachers

•The class composition is based on the pupils’ age

•The weekly number of compulsory and additional lessons cannot exceed 

31 hours

•The outline timetable sets the minimum number of hours(in a 3-year cycle) 

for all the obligatory subjects)

•During language and IT classes pupils are divided into groups



COMPULSORY SUBJECTS ARE AS FOLLOW

•Polish language

•History

•Modern foreign languages

•Mathematics Civic Education                                   

•Physics and Astronomy

•Chemistry

•Biology

•Technology

•Computer studies

• Physical Education 

•Lessons with class tutor

•Non-compulsory subjects are Religion or Ethics

• At the end of the 3rd year of the Gymnasium , an external test is organised.

•It is obligatory for all pupils

•It checks abilities, skills and knowledge in the field of humanities, science and 

foreign languages

•On the basis of the exam results pupils choose their secondary school



MATURA EXAM

UPPER SECONDARY EDUCATION



Upper Secondary Education:

•A 3-year gymnasium with an exam gives access to the upper secondary 

education

•The age of pupils is between 16 and 18/19/20 years

•Post gymnasium schools are:

•2 or 3-year vocational school, which enables pupils to obtain a 

diploma confirming vocational qualifications

•3-year general lyceum, which enables pupils to take matura exam

•3-year specialized lyceum, where teaching is carried out in the 

general profiles of vocational teaching

•4-year technical secondary school, which enables pupils to obtain a 

vocational qualifications diploma

•2-year complementary lyceum for the leavers of vocational schools, 

which enables them to take matura exam

•Following completion  of education in these schools pupils can take 

matura  examinations  and obtain a Maturity Certificate which entitles 

pupils to start higher education



TYPES OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

INSTITUTIONS:

 Universities

 technical universities 

 agricultural schools 

 schools of economics

 teacher education schools 

 medical academies

 maritime schools

 academies of physical education

 schools of arts 

 school of theology

 non-state schools of higher education



Types of studies and titles

The following types of study are distinguished: full-time and part-time 

studies.

Full-time daytime studies at state Higher Education Institutions are free of 

charge, 

Access

The final examination certificate –MATURITY CERTIFICATE is required by 

all institutions for admission to higher education.

Admission is based on the results of MATURA EXAMINATION

The first cycle studies – last from 3 to 4 years and finish with the 

vocational qualification diploma and the title of licencjat (bachelor)

which gives access to the job market or to the second cycle studies and 

obtaining the title of magister (master of degree)

Uniform master degree studies at the universities and other university-type 

institutions last from 4.5 to 6 years.

Master degree holders can apply to do a doctorate (the third cycle 

studies).


